History of immunoglobulin replacement.
The provision of antibodies to prevent and treat infection began with the application of "curative serum" in the first years of the last century. After the process of large-scale plasma fractionation was developed in the 1940s, the general use of immunoglobulin expanded. Intravenous immunoglobulin products became available in the 1970s, and their only use for the provision of antibodies governed the opinion of experts over the next decade. Modulation of inflammation and immunosuppression were introduced in treatment of inflammatory and autoimmune diseases and became accepted indications. The history of adverse events of treatment and their management are outlined in this article. Consensus indications and evidence-based off-label uses are discussed.